One of the projects within the Coaching Portfolio at Sport
Whanganui has been to assess the needs of each of the
codes within the Sports being run by the Whanganui branch
of Special Olympics. The swimming group hire two lanes at
the Splash Centre on a Thursday evening during school
terms and Head Coach Debbie Joblin has been working with
up to ten swimmers at each session.
Debbie was keen to have some support, particularly from
potential coaches who were prepared to get in the water.
Through observation of a session it was identified that Sport
Whanganui could support this programme in two ways.
Firstly by outlining a structure that would lift the
engagement level of the athletes and secondly by identifying
some student help to train as “foundation coaches” to
support the swimmers in the water. This second criteria
came in the form of five keen young ladies from Whanganui
Girls College who came forward to complete the service
component of the “Duke of Edinburgh Award”. Ably lead by
Rochelle Howard, who heads this programme at the school,
the five girls began the project on Thursday of week two of
the new school term and will continue until mid- December.
Needless to say, Head Coach Debbie was delighted to have
the support of such a talented group of young ladies and the
swimming group quickly warmed to their new “friends” both
in and out of the water! Facilitating the connection between
WGC and Special Olympics swimming has been very
satisfying for the Sport Whanganui staff involved and the
opportunity to support and develop new young coaches fits
perfectly into our mandate within the coaching portfolio.

Sport Whanganui is delighted to announce the
appointment of Christine Taylor to the Sport Whanganui
Health Team as the Fit For Surgery
Navigator! Christine has a nursing
degree and a varied background
including sport and fitness and
working in community services.
Christine commenced work with the
Sport Whanganui Health Team in
October.
Welcome Christine!

Nominations are in, judging has been completed and
tickets have sold fast for the 2018 Ray White
Whanganui Sports Awards to be held at the Wanganui
Function Centre on Friday, 16 November.

The team at Sport Whanganui are delighted with the
number of nominations this year with an outstanding
total of 106 received across 11 categories and 33
different sports. This is a substantial increase on last
year’s number of 77.
Tickets have almost sold out
so if you are wanting to
attend the Awards please
purchase a ticket as soon as
possible from the Sport
Whanganui office, 40 Maria Place Extension. Tickets
are $60 per person, $40 for nominees and a full table
of 10 will be available for purchase at $550.
As well as a buffet dinner and live music by Three
Screws Loose, this year’s awards night will feature an
inspiring talk by guest speaker Rachel Māia. Rachel is
an international Paraclimber from Whanganui and will
speak about her journey in becoming the first New
Zealand representative in her sport.
Following on from Rachel, Comedy Hypnotist Dave
Upfold will be performing a show. Dave is a world
renowned stage Hypnotist who will perform a tailor
made show for the evening, sure to keep the audience
in fits of laughter!

Pre awards networking will kick off at 5.30pm and the
ceremony will commence at 6pm. For more
information please contact Nicky Malipaard of Sport
Whanganui on nicky@sportwhanganui.co.nz

International Junior Sportswoman of the Year
Amorangi Rayner - Cullinane College, Weightlifting
International Junior Sportsman of the Year
Kyle Hoskin - Wanganui Collegiate School, Cycling

It was another remarkable evening at the Whanganui
Secondary Schools Sports Awards, held at Whanganui High
school on Wednesday, 31 of October.
For the first time Sport Whanganui were delighted to have
Ray White on board as the event partner, who are also the
naming sponsor for the main Sports Awards and we thank
them for their support.
The awards were a fantastic evening recognising and
celebrating the years sporting achievements of secondary
school aged students. Overall, there were an outstanding
91 nominations submitted across 14 different categories
and 28 different sports inclusive of sprint kayak, dance,
cowboy action shooting and equestrian!
The evening not only celebrates top performances it is also
an important time to recognise student official’s, coaches
and their contribution to sport. A highlight of the evening
was the talk by guest speaker Rachel Māia. Rachel is New
Zealand’s first international Paraclimber and shared her
story of achievement and resilience. Thank you Rachel for
touching our audience with such strong and inspiring
messages!
Congratulations to all of the nominees and winners! It has
been another successful year of sport in our region and
Sport Whanganui is delighted to organise an event which
celebrates and recognises secondary school student
achievements.

International Senior Sportswoman of the Year
Jamie Harris - Wanganui Collegiate School, Rowing
International Senior Sportsman of the Year
Keightley Watson - Whanganui High School, Judo
Recognition of Team / Individual Performance in Local
Competition
Sayge Wikohika - Squash
WHS Boys U15 Green Rugby Team
WHS U17 Boys Football Team
WHS Senior A Girls Basketball Team
WHS Junior A1 Netball Team
Ruapehu College Senior A1 Netball Team
WCS 2nd XV Rugby Team
WCS Senior A Boys Basketball Team
WGC Senior A1 Netball Team
WGC First XI Hockey Team
Contribution to Sport Recognition
Kaveh Safaei (WHS) – Basketball
Saskia knight (WHS) – Football & Cricket
Jaime Keelty (WGC) – Hockey
Grace Macnab (WGC) – Hockey
Claudia Ryan van der Veen (WGC) – Hockey
Ethan Gillespie (WCS) – Hockey
William Hocquard (WCS) – Hockey
Shaniqka Wall (WGC) – Rugby
Leigha Stormont (WGC) - Netball

Award winners were:
Official of the Year
Kaveh Safaei - Whanganui High School, Basketball
Coach of the Year
Kerwyn Morgan - Whanganui High School, Netball,
Basketball & Waka Ama

Keightley Watson
Whanganui High School, Judo

Amorangi Rayner
Cullinane College, Weightlifting

Junior Team of the Year
4x100m & 4x400m - Wanganui Collegiate School, Junior
Sprint Relay Team
Senior Team of the Year
Whanganui High School, Boys First XI Hockey Team
National Junior Sportswoman of the Year
Rebecca Baker - Whanganui High School, Hockey

Kyle Hoskin
Wanganui Collegiate School, Cycling
Brendon Bartley, Ray White

National Junior Sportsman of the Year
Blake Hogan - Wanganui Collegiate School, Rowing
National Senior Sportswoman of the Year
Niamh Monk - Whanganui High School, Rowing
National Senior Sportsman of the Year
Jordan Cohen - Whanganui High School, Hockey

Whanganui High School, Boys First XI
Hockey Team

Contribution to Sport Recogniton recipients

Jamie Harris (WCS) - WSS International
Senior Sportswoman of the Year 2018

Jordan Cohen (WHS) - WSS National
Senior Sportsman of the Year

Niamh Monk (WHS) - WSS National
Senior Sportswoman of the Year

Blake Hogan (WCS) - WSS National
Junior Sportsman of the Year

WSS Junior Team of the Year 2018 - WCS Sprint Relay Team

Rebecca Baker (WHS) - WSS Junior
National Sportswoman of the Year

Zynergy Mega Crew Hip Hop Performance

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE REGIONS
MARTON CENTENNIAL SKATE BOARD PARK REBUILD
Raising awareness for the Marton Centennial Skateboard
park rebuild has opened up an opportunity to share the use
of the of the park with skate board users. It has also
created the opportunity for primary schools in the
Rangitikei to attend an After School Skateboard
programme.
Delivered by Steve Hodges and his team from OnBoard
Skate, it aims to create capability within the senior students
from Rangitikei College to assist in the delivery of the after
school programme. The programme will start on the 31st
October and run over four weeks at Marton School from
3.30pm - 4.30pm. All skateboards, safety equipment and
portable ramps will be provided free of charge.
An expo day will be held at the Marton Market day on the
24th November to encourage people to give skate boarding
a go and to raise awareness of the rebuild. A gold coin
donation will support fundraising efforts for the rebuild.

Both practitioners and researchers supporting Good Sports
agree that issues in children’s sport, such as poor side-line
behaviour, early onset of overuse injury, burnout and
disaffection with sport, stem from adult involvement in
children’s sport and can ultimately hinder success on and
off the field. To address these issues and give Kiwi kids the
greatest chance of developing a lifelong love of sport, just
as you may do, Good Sports believes we need to raise
adults’ awareness about their behaviours in children’s
sport, and if necessary promote a positive shift in that
behaviour.

Basketball is growing in our Special
Olympics community. Basketball will now
have a male and female team as well as a
mixed team. Previously there had only
been a male and a mixed team and the
girls had been slightly put off by it. With
the introduction of a girl’s team, we are
hoping for an increase in female athletes
coming along and having a great time. Congratulations to
Carla, Sam, Wendy and everybody else who has been
involved in creating an environment where more and more
athletes want to participate and have fun.
Bocce is a sport played by Special Olympics during the
warmer summer months. Even though the sport creates a
fun and social atmosphere, with limited volunteers the
ability to organise the sport has been challenging. To make
this more enjoyable we would like to help them out by
getting as many volunteers as possible to come along and
support. All that is needed is assistance in scoring and
umpiring games. For more information please contact Ross
Kinnerley on rossk@sportwhanganui.co.nz.
During September
we were
approached by
Special Olympics
Whanganui to
support with their
swimming group.
Debbie has been
running the
swimming mostly
Photo from Special Olympics NZ website
by herself for a
number of years now so we have taken some steps to
support her. We have created resources which will provide
a four week rotation of structured sessions. The first three
sessions will be focused on specific swimming strokes while
the fourth session will be a fun and games session. To help
with the delivery of these sessions we have collaborated
with Whanganui Girls College and their Duke of Edinburgh
Award students (see front page).
As our relationship with Special Olympics Whanganui grows,
we begin to understand how and when we can support
them. If Special Olympics Whanganui is supported in the
right way, it may grow and more sports may be offered to
athletes. The future is looking good for them and we hope
to have a few fun days early in the new year and possibly
introduce athletes to a few new sports.
If we can find more volunteers in Whanganui we will be able
to encourage more athletes to participate, however the
current ratio between athletes and volunteers is pushing its
limits. If you have any experience in equestrian, basketball,
bocce or swimming, and would like to make a difference in
the community, please come in and see us at Sport
Whanganui or feel free to contact Ross at
rossk@sportwhanganui.co.nz.

The Special Needs Activity Programme which was
developed and implemented throughout term 3 was a
great success. We saw great improvement in the students
coordination and balance which will give them confidence
to try new movements and maybe progress through to
Special Olympics sports.
The teachers of each class are an inspiration as they show
such enthusiasm towards the activities. Without the
teachers’ efforts, this programme would certainly not have
been as successful as it has been.
Term 4 has begun and physical activities are still in the daily
routine of the satellite classes we have been working with.
Although the students only work on these activities for 5 or
10 minutes, the progress they make over a week is
incredible.

The Downer New Zealand Masters Games roadshow has
just been to the Auckland Marathon Expo in the Viaduct’s
Cloud and now onto the Pan Pacific Masters Games on the
Gold Coast.
Heading into the busy period as Early Bird Registrations
draw to a close, it does mean the team will be out of the
Whanganui office.
You can still reach them on 0800 30 20 19 or
registrations@nzmg.com with any questions you may have.
The team will be back to the office on the 12th November.

A big congratulations to the following athletes who have
been selected and will receive funding from the Mitre 10
MEGA Future Champions Trust to assist them in competing
at an international level.
Tayla Brunger - Athletics
Georgina Bryant - Triathlon
Jordan Cohen - Hockey
Genna Maples - Athletics
Tara Raj - Golf

REPLAY is a community initiative which collects new &
used sports gear to pass onto local active kids in the
Whanganui community who may not be able to access
their own.
Sport Whanganui, Pita Pit, Rebel Sport, River City Press
and Whanganui Collegiate are kindly supporting REPLAY
with a collection bin located outside all of these locations
including the Marton New World between now and
December 20th 2018
Recently Sport Whanganui has partnered with the Youth
Sports Council students and Mitre 10 Mega as part of
this project. The students are helping with the collection
and packaging of gear, with Mitre 10 Mega supporting
Replay with the storage of all the gear before it is
distributed to schools.
Last term we visited 2 local primary schools and gave out
nearly 100 bags of gear to students. A huge thank you
must go out to Rebel, the Student Sports Council and Pita
Pit for supporting this gear drop. The continued support
of our key partners and the community means we can
deliver more equipment to our tamariki next term and
beyond.

Registration is still open to get your club
listed in the Whanganui Sports Directory on
the Local and Loyal App.
The sports directory is one portal where all
local sporting bodies and clubs can be
reached. Get your club visible to potential members,
players, supporters, and volunteers.
CLICK HERE to fill out a registration form.

Volleyball is the Midweek Leagues sport for Term 4. 104
students from various secondary and intermediate schools
participate at the Jubilee Stadium on Wednesday
afternoon. 24 teams from around the Whanganui region
are registered for the Primary school volleyball which
kicked off on Friday 26th October. All teams played very
well and everyone enjoyed themselves.

If you would like to donate any shoes, sports gear
including rugby balls, basketballs, netballs, footballs,
hockey sticks, rugby/football boots, shin pads etc that are
still in a good, re-useable condition. Or wish to be a bin
host then please contact jodie@sportwhanganui.co.nz.
Or visit the REPLAY website.

WANGANUI TENNIS CLUB
Adult Players
On all Wednesday nights in November, 5.45pm FREE coaching
lessons will be given for one hour to adult players who weren't
club members in the 2017/18 season. This will suit players who
are keen to get back to tennis, and those who would like to learn
to play the wonderful game. A tour of the club's fantastic
facilities in Bassett St will be given to all attendees.
Junior Players
All levels of players are welcome at the Junior Club Days to be
held on Thursdays from 3.45pm. This is free for club members
and costs only $2 for non-members.
Coach Leela Beattie (021 027 32756) will take Club member
juniors who have played some tennis:
Novice/Social level from 3-45pm to 5-00pm on
Tuesdays
Competitive level from 5-00pm to 6-00pm on
Tuesdays
Mark
Wilson (mark.wilson@collegiate.school.nz)
will coach the more competitive Club member
juniors on Fridays 4.15pm to 5.30pm.

WHANGANUI SOFTBALL
Whanganui Softball Ballpark
29 Pururi St
Junior (JAB) Competition
Starts Saturday 27th October
Under 7 and Under 9 Tee ball
Under 11 Rookie Sox
Intermediate Softball
Secondary Schools Softball – Co-ordinator Kay Kotuhi Brown
Starts Monday 29th October
4.00pm and 5.20pm games
Twilight Slow Pitch Competition – Co-ordinator Fiona
Campbell
Starts Friday 26th October
Social Mixed Competition
5:30pm and 6:30pm games
Age Grade Rep trials – Co-ordinator Kay Kotuhi-Brown
Sunday 4th November 2.00pm
All registrations and contacts can be sent to
wanganuisoftball@gmail.com
Athletic Softball Club
Teams
Under 7’s
Under 9’s
Under 11’s
Under 13’s
Practices on Thursdays starting at 4.00pm at the Whanganui
Softball Ballpark.
Whanganui New Zealand Masters Games
Slowpitch: Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 February
Fastpitch: Monday 3 & Tuesday 4 February
Venue: Whanganui Softball Club, 29 Puriri Street, Whanganui
Time: 10:00am start each day – refer to draw
Fees: $15.00 per player, per event
Contact: softball@nzmg.com
Rochelle Cravino, 027 230 4264

KIDS MARATHON
We all want our kids to lead happy, healthy lives, and we
know that keeping fit is pivotal to this. At Wanganui Harrier
Club, we want to encourage everyone to experience the
enjoyment of exercising through running or walking.
In order to help us achieve this goal, we would like to
introduce our 'Wanganui Harrier Club Kids Marathon'
This programme requires children to run/walk an
accumulated total of 41km anytime between now and 7
December, 2018. Children can run/walk 500m or 1000m
(1km) per session, with each 5km milestone being signed
off by a parent or teacher. Then, on Saturday 8 December,
children compete in the McDonald's 1.2km Fun-Run-Athon
at the Pak'n Save Whanganui 3 Bridges Marathon, thus
completing their own 42.2km marathon. Each child who
completes the programme will receive their own Kids
Marathon medal.
This programme is open to all children aged 13 and under.
The only cost involved is the $5 race entry fee.
If you would like to sign your school/child up for the
'Wanganui Harrier Club Kids Marathon' or would like to
know more about it, please contact Paula
on wanganuiharrierclub@gmail.com

